“Not To Be”

Using Strong Verbs in Writing

1. List all of the forms of the infinitive “to be”:

                                                         PAST TENSE                                                  PRESENT TENSE     

    


    singular                       plural                                  singular
              plural
	I __________
	We __________
	
	I __________

contraction: ____
	We __________

contraction: ____

	You __________
	You (all) ________
	
	You __________

contraction: ____
	You (all) ________

contraction: ____

	He/She/It ______
	They ___________
	
	He/She/It ______

contraction: ____
	They ___________

contraction: ____


 first person 

second person
third person
2. List each different form of the verb and their contractions in the top row of boxes.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	total
	

	Number to remove (10% of total)
	


These words are lazy bums!
3. To be verbs can often be replaced by much stronger, more suggestive diction: action words. When you get rid of to be verbs, you’ll need to come up with a new sentence order and a new verb. Which verbs are strongest, most vivid? 
Rank these verbs in order of strongest (10) to weakest (1).
Original: It was cloudy.
10 Revisions:

____ Clouds covered the sky.
____ Gray loomed overhead.

____ The sky remained cloudy.

____ The sky looked gray.

____ Heavy with rain, clouds dimmed the landscape.

____ Gray blanketed the earth.

____ Dim light filtered through thick clouds.

____ Charcoal clouds scraped across the skies.

____ The atmosphere seemed dark. 
____ Dark clouds rolled overhead.
4. What’s the difference between strong verbs and weak verbs based on your ranking?
	


Let’s try to get the hang of how to fix these, then we’ll look at the rules. 

5. Underline the “to be” verb in each sentence. Then, rewrite the sentence with a STRONG VERB.
	The banging of drums is relentless.
	

	I can tell that he is excited for tonight’s performance.
	

	There are rows of chairs set up, with an aisle down the middle.
	

	No other huts were visible from ours, just us and the ocean.
	

	We walked down a small hill, slippery with wet leaves that were stomped against the dirt.
	

	The final hour rolled around and the children were told to go home.
	


Overall, when removing “to be” verbs, it’s helpful to _____________________________________.

A Few Scenarios

Past Progressive Tense When you use the phrase “was -----ing” or “were -----ing,” you’re using the past progressive tense. It is supposed to be used for describing actions that happened in the past that are interrupted. 

Correct: “I was sleeping when my dog jumped on me.”

Incorrect: “I was sleeping and my dog was jumping on me.”

6. What to do: In most cases, you should turn “was ------ing” into simple past tense.

	They were holding the play in the auditorium.


	They held the play in the auditorium.

	I was hating my mom back then.


	

	She was yelling at me to stop.

	


Passive Voice You use a “to be” verb even when you know who is doing the action. 

Hint: the word BY is used. Fill in the chart below using active voice.

7. What to do: Flip the order of the sentence and change the verb to one word.

      Passive Voice





Active Voice

	The hamburger was eaten by me.
	I ______________ the hamburger.


	My love life was ruined by my dad.


	My dad ___________________________________.

	My mind is filled with excitement.


	

	The leaves were shaken by the wind.
	


       Linking Verbs You describe a person, place, thing, or idea by telling instead of showing.

8. What to do: Reword the sentence to create action with a STRONG VERB or replace the “to be” verb with a more exciting linking verb. (See list below.)

	There’s a silent wave across the room.


	A silent wave ____________________________
_________________________________________.

	It was so hot out.


	

	The stage is set up to look like an old church.


	


	stood,    resembled,    remained,    held my ground,    towered,    lingered,    clung,    stayed,    spread,    felt,    seemed,            

draped,  dangled,       rested,          looked like,             grew,          neared,       entered into,          progressed,      waxed

and many more!


Now you!

Find four sentences in your memoir that use “to be” verbs unnecessarily. Rewrite them using the techniques we discussed.

Original sentence






Corrected with a STRONG VERB

	1.
	1.



	2.
	2.



	3.
	3.



	4. 
	4.

 


